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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIYISION

CHRISTINE WATKINS,
Petitioner,

Y.

CHICAGO HOUSING
AUTHORITY,
Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

No.
2 C·! ,4C H 11;) 13>;) 0

CALENDAR/ROOM 13
f I t-iIE

O{): 0,0
y t i "J r a 'r i

i':' etC e

PETITION FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW BY WRIT OF CERTIORARI
NOW COMES the Plaintiff Christine Watkins by her attorneys F. Willis Caruso, Katie
Anderson, Joi Lyons Supreme Court Rule 711 Legal Intern and of The John Marshall Law
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School Pro Bono Programs ("JMPB") and hereby petitions for common law writ ~~iomn to"
review the decision issued by Respondent, Chicago Housing Authority, Inc. In suPJrotl; of~s
'!'1-~-

»

i-I

?~'~~)~

.....:

:~=J

-I?

ro

:=?/::~

petition, Petitioner states as follows:
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I.

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT
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The Plaintiff seeks to compel action that she claims was unlawfully withheld by CHA with
respect to participation in the Housing Choice Youcher Program ("HCY"). First, she seeks
judicial review of the proceeding which terminated her HCY benefits on the grounds that
defendants violated plaintiffs rights under the procedural and substantive due process pursuant to
the Fourteenth Amendment, and that the administrative law judge exceeded his discretion by
failing to consider mandatory factors; second, she seeks an injunction requiring the CHA to
restore her HCY benefits pending a fair resolution of the termination action against her.

II.

PARTIES
1. Petitioner, Christine Watkins, is a resident of Cook County and has been a tenant

participating in the HCV since 2006. Ms. Watkins is presently residing in a HCV
property located at 537 East 43rd Street, Unit 3W, Chicago, IL 60653.
2. Respondent, Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) at all times relevant to the matters set
forth herein is a municipal not-for-profit corporation, governed by a Board of
Commissioners consisting often members, exercising the public powers of the State of
Illinois as an agency thereof and having the statutory right to sue and capacity to be sued.
Its principal office is located at 60 E. Van Buren St. Chicago, IL 60605.

III.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

3. The Plaintiff has participated in the HCV program since 2006.
4. On or about August 7, 2013, the Plaintiff received a Notice ofIntent to Terminate
Housing Choice Voucher #9707356.
5. On August 21,2013, the Plaintiff requested an informal hearing.
6. On October 1, 2013, the Plaintiff by and through her attorney requested the informal
hearing again after the failure of any response to her first request of August 21, 2013.
7. On or about November 4,2013, the Plaintiff received a notice of informal hearing dated
for December 2013.
8. The Plaintiffs attorney contacted the designated CHA attorney assigned to the case to
inquire about changing the date of the informal hearing.
9. The Plaintiff received a Notice ofInformal Hearing rescheduled for January 21,2014 on
or about November 15,2013.

10. On or about November 20,2013, an amended Notice of Intent to Terminate was sent to
the Plaintiff.
11. An informal hearing took place on January 21, 2014.
12. On or about February 14,2014, the hearing officer's decision letter was received by the
Plaintiff. A copy ojthe decision letter is hereby attached as exhibit 1.
13. On or about February 28, 2014, a notice informing the Plaintiff that her voucher would be
terminated on March 31, 2014 and no future payments would be made on her behalf to
her current landlord was received.
IV.

PETITION FOR COMMON LAW WRIT OF CERTIORARI
14. Paragraphs 1 - 13 are incorporated by reference herein.
15. The decision of the Defendant must be reversed for one or more of the following reasons:
a. It is contrary to law;
b. It is an abuse of discretion;
c. The decision is against the manifest weight of the evidence.

V.

MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION
16. Plaintiff moves the court for a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction
staying termination of Plaintiffs HCV benefits. The reasons supporting this motion are
set forth in the attached motion.

WHEREFORE, for one or more of the foregoing reasons, Plaintiff respectfully prays: (a)
that this court issue a Writ of Certiorari in this cause requiring Defendant to file the record of all
matters relating to this decision with the Court; (b) that the Court issue an emergency stay of

enforcement of the decision pending review in this cause; and (c) that the Court review the
decision of the Defendant, that the final administrative decision be reversed, and for such other
relief as this court deems just.

F. Willis Caruso
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Joi Lyons, 711 Student Intern
The John Marshall Law School
Pro Bono Programs
315 South Plymouth Ct. St. 1153
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